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Price List Data-Extraction

Overview

Price Lists can be created and manipulated in many different ways. Some of the common methods 
are:

1. Standard AS/400-based price list printouts

2. Price List data files, that can be manipulated by third-party tools

3. Price Lists as Excel spreadsheets

4. Price Lists in several Dancik-designed Word document formats

5. Price Lists as HTML drilldown applications that can be e-mailed

All of these options are available with the Price Lists by Price Class program on the Price Lists menu. 
Although the standard AS/400-based price lists are summarized by price class (and therefore do not 
include item-level details), all of the data-extraction options (options 2-5 above) can include item-
level details (each item number) as well as summarized data by price class. 

The term data-extraction is used generically to cover all of the options in which pricing data is manip-
ulated as opposed to simply printed. The extracted price list data can be manipulated in many different 
ways, some of which are described in this section as part of the Dancik-supplied software. The 
extracted price list data can be transferred to folders, personal computers, and imported into various 
third-party programs including Microsoft Access and Excel. 

Best Practices

The following is information about how to best use this new feature.

Data-Extraction Files

• Good housekeeping is important. If you plan to use this feature extensively, be sure to delete any 
files you are no longer using. These files waste system space, and can eventually slow down per-
formance. If, for example, you generate a data-extraction file to create a quick IFS report, delete 
the file after the IFS report is complete.

• If you just want to generate Dancik-supplied IFS reports, don’t worry about multiple pricing 
buckets. This feature applies to people using the Spreadsheet feature. Keep it simple, one file per 
Price List report in bucket 1.

• File and bucket descriptions are key. You can’t get much detail in the provided eight-digit file 
name. So, use the File Description and Bucket Description to provide full descriptions. This helps 
avoid confusion as to what is in a file or bucket.

• Avoid loading your data-extraction files with unnecessary items. Use the selection criteria on the 
Price List by Price Class option to narrow your reports. No point in generating a 100-page report 
for the 50 pages of items your customer really wants. 
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Generating HTML Price List Drilldowns

• When generating a data-extraction file for this feature, you don’t need to use multiple pricing 
buckets. We suggest just using bucket 1 (Price List bucket 1 or Customer bucket 1) for every 
report you generate. This helps you remember which bucket you used and keeps down the size of 
the data-extraction file.

• Keep the file size, or number of records in the file, small—no more than 1000 records. Too many 
records make the drilldown file large and difficult to e-mail. Also, all data is loaded dynamically 
via JavaScript. Some browser will “time out” if JavaScript runs too long.

Generating Detail or Summary Price List IFS Reports.

When generating your data-extraction file, you don’t need to use multiple pricing buckets. We suggest 
using bucket 1 (Price List bucket 1 or Customer bucket 1) for every report you generate. This helps 
you remember which bucket you used and keeps down the size of the data-extraction file.

Generating Spreadsheets

When generating your data-extraction file for this feature, you might want to use multiple pricing 
buckets for external data manipulation. You’ll need to remember which buckets you used when 
appending a record to an existing data-extraction file.

If you’re going to use multiple buckets, we suggest selecting the same manufacturers for each bucket. 
For example, if you choose Mfgr REX for bucket 1, then choose Mfgr REX, for bucket 2. If you 
select different manufacturers, your data-extraction file will become extremely large and contain 
obsolete pricing bucket comparisons. Remember, this feature is primarily for people who want to 
extract data and generate their own reports and analysis.
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Price Lists By Price Class

The Price List by Price Class feature includes an option that lets you extract the data used in the cre-
ation of a price list, and place that data into various file formats. 

To extract price list data

6. From the Price List Menu, enter option 4 - Price Lists Summarized By Price Class (Figure 1).

Figure 1:  Price Lists menu with Price Lists by Price Class option circled
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This option is also available from the Dancik Menu System, on menu RPL (Figure 2).

Figure 2:  Price Lists Menu on RPL menu 
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After you enter option 4 on one of the screens shown in Figure 1 or Figure 2, a screen appears 
with three options (Figure 3). Important: The data-extraction option is only valid for options 1 
and 2.

Note: When you enter option 1 on the above screen, you are prompted to enter the account 
numbers for the accounts for which you want to run the price list. When you enter 
option 2, you are prompted to enter a specific price list number such as LP, A1, or A2.

Figure 3:  Print Price List print options
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7. Versions 1 and 4 prompt the Data Extraction field to appear on the Price List Print Options - 1 
screen (Figure 5) . 

Figure 4:  Version Selection Screen
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8. After this screen, proceed through the next few screens and options, until you come to the Price 
List Print Options screen. Here you will find the option, Extract results to data-file for later use 
(Figure 5). 

Figure 5:  Price List Print Options - 1 screen
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9. Enter Y to extract the details to a user-defined data-extraction file while your report is being gen-
erated. The screen shown in Figure 6 appears, which includes parameters pertaining to the data-
extraction.

Table 10-1 describes the fields on the Print Options screen.

Figure 6:  Price List Print Options - 1 screen

Field Description

File name

Enter the name to assign to the data-extraction file that is created from 
the information on the price list. 

Note: All data-extraction files will be generated into library 
DOD@DTAEXT.

Clear file Prior to loading

Enter Y in this field if you want to re-use and clear out all of the data for 
the select file mentioned above. If the file exists, it will be cleared, and 
then loaded with the new data from this price list. Enter N in this field if 
you want to add the new price list data to an existing file. This is 
applicable if you will be loading multiple “pricing buckets,” such as a 
single file that contains two sets of prices. For example, you can combine 
price list LP with price list BL to create a document for builders that 
shows their price beside the suggested list price that they might charge 
their customers. See the Select Bucket# field below. 

File Description
This field is required only if the file is new or being cleared. Otherwise, 
the existing file description will remain.

Table 10-1:  Fields in the Price List Print Options Screen
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Note: The maximum number of price list data sets is nine per file—six price lists numbers plus 
three sets of customer-specific pricing. 

After all Data-Extract options have been loaded, and your report has run, you should have a file in 
library DOD@DTAEXT with the name you assigned on the screen shown in Figure 6. 

10. You can now move this file from the AS/400 to personal computers, and manipulate the file using 
spreadsheets, third-party software, and the Dancik-supplied options described later in this docu-
ment.

Select Bucket# to Load 
Price into for Price List 
selection

When generating the data-extraction file by Price List (step 8.), you are 
given up to six buckets to place the prices into.

The Default value for this field is 1. 

The concept of multiple buckets only applies when you want to create 
complex or combined price lists that show more than one set of prices. 
For example, you can run a price list for price list LP and place those LP 
prices in bucket number 1, and then run a price list for another price list 
number and place those prices in bucket number 2.   

Select Bucket# to Load 
Price into for Customer 
selection

When generating the data-extraction file by customer account number 
(step 8.), you are given up to three buckets to place the prices into.

The Default value for this field is 1. 

The concept of multiple buckets only applies when you want to create 
complex or combined price lists that show more than one set of prices. 
For example, you can run a price list for account number 99 and place 
those prices in bucket number 1, and then run a price list for another 
account number and place those prices in bucket number 2. 

Bucket Description

Enter a brief description of the selected bucket of prices. These buckets 
contain the first three unit of measure conversions that you have created 
for the item. This will help later when you manipulate the file using 
various Dancik-supplied and/or third-party programs. 

Enter Warehouse, or 
leave blank to access 
Stock vs. Non-Stock at 
Item Level 

If you enter a warehouse, that warehouse is used to extract the Item 
Stock flag from the SKU file (ITEMSTK). If you leave the warehouse 
field blank, then the Stock flag is pulled from the ITEM file. (See Item 
File Inventory field)                                          

Table 10-1:  Fields in the Price List Print Options Screen Continued
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Figure 7 is a flow chart showing the process of creating a data-extraction file from the Price List by 
Price Class

Figure 7:  Creating a data-extraction file from the Price List by Price Class
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Figure 8 is a flow chart showing the process of working with data-extraction files.

Working With Data-Extraction Files

After the data-extraction file (DEF) has been created and populated by the Price Lists by Price File, 
you can work with the DEF using the Work With Data-Extraction Files program. This program is a 
part of Dancik’s Output Distribution System (ODS). Most of the features of this program require that 
certain hardware infrastructure is in place. Depending on the feature, this infrastructure might include 
networked connections between personal computers and your AS/400, an operational AS/400 web 
server and/or an operational AS/400 e-mail server.   

The Work With Data-Extraction Files program includes options for manipulating the data supplied in 
DEFs and generating Word documents, spreadsheets, and even HTML drilldown applications.

Figure 8:  Working with data-extraction files
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To work with price list data extraction files

1. On the Dancik menu system, from menu RPL, enter option 10, or from ODS enter option 30. A 
screen appears showing the category of data-extraction file. At this time, the Price List by Price 
Class DEF is only option available (Figure 9). 

Figure 9 shows all of the Price List data-extraction files that were created by the data-extraction 
option of the Price List by Price Class program.

Figure 9:  Output Distribution screen showing Price List by Price Class data-extraction files 
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Table 10-2 describes the options available for Price List by Price Class data-extraction files.

2. Select one of the options at the bottom of the screen shown in Figure 9. The following describes 
the results of selection each option.

If you select option 5 - Bucket Details, the screen shown in Figure 10 appears showing price list 
bucket details.

Figure 10 shows the descriptions of the pricing buckets. Each DEF can contain up to six price list 
buckets, and up to three customer price buckets. Each bucket represents a price for each item. For 
simple price lists, you probably have only one bucket filled in. However, you can create files (and 
then spreadsheets and other output) with multiple prices for each item. 

Options Description

2=Chg File Desc
This option allows you to change the 50-character description field that 
defines the DEF.

4=Delete This option deletes the DEF from your system.

5=Bucket Details
Use this option to view and modify detailed descriptions of each price list 
and customer price “bucket.” You establish these bucket descriptions are 
established when you run the Price List by Price Class program.

6=Generate IFS File
Use this option to generate Word documents, spreadsheets, and HTML files, 
for selected extraction files.                    

Table 10-2:  File Options for Price List by Price Class Data-Extraction

Figure 10:  Price List Bucket Detail screen



14

Price List Data-Extraction

If you select option 6–Generate IFS Files the screen shown in Figure 11 appears. IFS stands for 
Integrated File System, which is part of the AS/400 operating system.

Figure 11 defaults to the screen for generating detail reports. However, you can press F2 to select 
from the three available “generator” types. This screen always defaults to the last parameters 
saved for this screen. 

Note: Each generator is simply a different form of output. 

The entry fields on this screen are described in Table 10-3.

Figure 11:  Generate IFS Files screen

Field Title Description

Detail Report Types

This field tells the program which detail report to generate. Enter a ? to 
see a window showing all available options, as follows:

1. Detail with Packaging, Pattern & Color          

2. Detail with Item Description, Pattern & Wear

3. Detail with Item Description 1 & 2, & Pattern

4. Detail with Item Description 1 & 2, & Roll / Cut

Report Title/Heading This is the Heading/Title loaded to your report in the Header area.

Price List Pricing
or Customer Pricing

Select one of the two entry fields to tell the program where to pull the 
pricing from to load into the report.

Packaging Bucket Select one of the three packaging buckets to be loaded into the report.

Table 10-3:  Entry Fields on Generate IFS Files Screen
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Table 10-4 describes the command keys for this screen.

The following window appears when you select the F2=Select Generator key.

New File Name

This is the name of your new .RTF file. 

Note: You do not need to enter a file extension, such as RTF, as the 
program enters an extension for you.

Destination Folder This is where your new file will be stored in the IFS.

Command Key Description

F2=Select Generator

Press this key to select the type of file to generate. The choices appear in 
a window (Figure 12) as follows:

• Detail Reports in Word (.RTF format) 

• HTML Drilldowns                      

• Summary Reports in Word (.RTF format) 

F6=Return Return to the previous screen.

F10=Generate 
Spreadsheet

Press this key and enter the new file name and destination folder that 
will be used to extract every field of every record into a .CSV 
spreadsheet. You can select this option at any time. The only field 
validation is for the file name and folder fields.

F11=Previous Parms
Press this key to display a window showing all previously submitted 
parameters that were saved. You can select from this list to rerun a 
previous selection.

Table 10-4:  Command Keys for Generate IFS Files Screen

Figure 12:  F2 options to select generator

Field Title Description

Table 10-3:  Entry Fields on Generate IFS Files Screen Continued
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Press F2 to select Generator Type, Detailed Reports In Word. The screen shown in Figure 13 
appears.

The entry fields on the screen above are described in Table 10-5:

Figure 13:  Detail Report Type screen

Field Title Description

Detail Report Types

This field tells the program which detail report is to generate. Enter a ? 
to select on option from a window as follows:

1. Detail with Packaging, Pattern & Color 

2. Detail with Item Description, Pattern & Wear

3. Detail with Item Description 1 & 2, & Pattern

4. Detail with Item Description 1 & 2, & Roll / Cut

Report Title/Heading The title/heading for your report in the Header area.

Price List Pricing
or Customer Pricing

Select one of the two entry fields to tell the program where to pull the 
pricing from to load into the report.

Packaging Bucket Select one of the three packaging buckets to be loaded into the report.

New File Name

The name of your new .RTF file. 

Note: You do not need to enter a file extension, such as RTF, as the 
program enters an extension for you.

Destination Folder This is where your new file will be stored in the IFS.

Table 10-5:  Entry Fields for Detail Report Type Screen
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HTML DrillDowns

This generator will produce one of the following types of HTML drilldown files.

• HTML DrillDown #1 (Mfgr/ProdLin/PrcCls/Item)

• HTML DrillDown #2 (Eusr/Mfgr/ProdLin/PrcCls/Item

• HTML DrillDown #3 (Mfgr/PrcCls/Item) 

The screen shown in Figure 14 appears when you select IFS Generator Type HTML DrillDowns. 

Table 10-6 provides descriptions of the entry fields on this screen.

Figure 14:  HTML DrillDown Sorts screen

Field Title Description

HTML DrillDown Sorts

This field tells the program which HTML drilldown to generate. Enter 
a ? to view all available options.

1. HTML DrillDown #1 (Mfgr/ProdLin/PrcCls/Item)

2. HTML DrillDown #2 (Eusr/Mfgr/ProdLin/PrcCls/Item)

3. HTML DrillDown #3 (Mfgr/PrcCls/Item)

Select Price Format
This field tells the program whether to use the regular pricing format or 
the Roll/Cut price format.

Report Title/Heading This will be the Heading/Title loaded to your report in the Header area.

Table 10-6:  Entry Fields for HTML DrillDown Sorts Screen
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Summary Reports in Word (.RTF format)

This generator produces the following types of Summary Price List reports in Word (.RTF format):

• Summary by Manufacturer/Price Class

• Summary by Manufacturer/Price Class with Roll/Cut 

Table 10-7 describes the entry fields on the Summary Price List Report screen.

Price List Pricing
or Customer Pricing

Select one of the two entry fields to tell the program where to pull the 
pricing from to load into the report.

Packaging Bucket
Select one of the three packaging buckets to be loaded into the report, or 
select 0 to use all three buckets.

New File Name

This is the name for your new .RTF file. 

Note: You do not need to enter a file extension, such as RTF, as the 
program enters an extension for you.

Destination Folder This is where your new file will be stored in the IFS.

Field Title Description

Table 10-6:  Entry Fields for HTML DrillDown Sorts Screen Continued

Figure 15:  Summary Price List Report screen
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ODS Options for Data-Extraction

All of the data-extraction features have been integrated with the Dancik-supplied Output Distribution 
System (ODS).

The new options for the ODS Setup Menu are:

• Option 30 – Work w/ Data-Extraction Files

• Option 31 – E-Mail IFS File

Field Title Description

Summary Report Types

This field tells the program which summary reports to generate. Enter 
a ? to view the options, as follows:

1. Summary by Manufacturer/Price Class              

2. Summary by Manufacturer/Price Class with Roll/Cut

Include Comments
This field tells the program whether or not to include the Price Class 
comments in the report.

Report Title/Heading This will be the heading/title loaded to your report in the Header area.

Price List Pricing
-OR- Customer Pricing

Select one of the two entry fields to tell the program where to pull the 
pricing from to load into the report.

Packaging Bucket Select one of the three packaging buckets to be loaded into the report.

New File Name

This is the name of your new .RTF file. 

Note: You do not need to enter a file extension, such as RTF, as the 
program enters an extension for you.

Destination Folder This is where your new file will be stored in the IFS.

Table 10-7:  Entry Fields for Summary Price List Report Screen
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Table 10-16 shows the Work w/Data Extraction Files option on the ODS Setup menu.

Note: Options 30 and 31 are also available from menu ODS in the Dancik Menu System.

Option 30. Work with Data-Extraction Files – Refer to “Working With Data-Extraction Files” on 
page 11. This is the same option that appears on the Price Lists Menu.

Figure 16:  ODS Setup menu with Work w/Data Extraction Files option circled
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Option 31. E-Mail IFS File – Authorized users can send e-mail with an IFS file attached, to up to 25 
addresses. This feature requires that a suitable Internet infrastructure be in place. Figure 17 shows the 
E-Mail IFS File option on the Output Distribution Setup Menu. 

Table 10-8 describes the entry fields for E-mail of IFS Files.

Figure 17:  Output Distribution Setup Menu with E-Mail IFS File option circled

Field Heading Description

To E-Mail Address & Name
Enter up to 25 e-mail addresses and names to receive the submitted 
e-mail.

From E-Mail Address & 
Name

The submitter’s e-mail address and name. If saved, this information 
becomes the default and appears when you access this screen again.

Subject The subject of the e-mail

Message The message of the e-mail

IFS File
The attached IFS file name. If you are not sure of the exact IFS file 
name, you can select F4=Prompt IFS for an IFS Lookup window, 
where you can scroll to locate and select the IFS file you want. 

Table 10-8:  Entry Fields for E-mail of IFS Files
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Table 10-9 shows descriptions of the E-mail of IFS Files command keys.

Figure 18 is an example of how an F4= Prompt IFS screen would look if you were in the IFS directory 
system. F4 lets you to select a file/directory to work with.

Command Key Description

F4=Prompt IFS
To open an IFS Lookup window, where you can scroll to locate and 
select an IFS file.

F6=Return Return to the previous screen.

F7=Exit Exit from current program.

F11=Previous Parameters
To open a Previous Parameters window, where you can select from 
previously saved submitted parameters.

Table 10-9:  Command Keys for E-mail of IFS Files

Figure 18:  Example of F4=Prompt IFS screen
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If you enter the directory you want to work with and press Enter, all of the sub-entries and sub-direc-
tories inside that directory appear (Figure 19). 

Table 10-10 describes the options on the IFS Lookup Window. 

What is the IFS?

The IFS (integrated file system) is a part of OS/400 that supports stream input/output and storage 
management, similar to personal computer and UNIX operating systems, while providing an integrat-
ing structure over all information stored in the AS/400. 

The key features of the integrated file system are: 

• Support for storing information in stream files that can contain long continuous strings of data. 
These strings of data might be, for example, the text of a document or the picture elements in a 
picture. The stream file support is designed for efficient use in client/server applications. 

• A hierarchical directory structure that lets you organize objects like fruit on the branches of a tree. 
Specifying the path through the directories to an object accesses the object. 

Figure 19:  IFS Lookup Window

Options Description

N=Next Level
You can only use this option on Type *DIR entries. It lets you 
advance to view all sub-entries of the selected directory. 

X=Select
This option lets you to select a *STMF(Stream File) and bring it 
back to the original calling program.

Table 10-10:  Options on the IFS Lookup Window
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• A common interface that lets users and applications access, not only the stream files, but also 
database files, documents, and other objects that are stored in the AS/400. 

• A common view of stream files that are stored locally on the AS/400. Stream files can also be 
stored remotely on a Local Area Network (LAN) server, a Novell NetWare server, another remote 
AS/400, or a Network File System server. 

File Layout of the Price List Data-Extraction File

The fields shown in Table 10-11 include most of the values that can print on the regular Price Lists by 
Price Class. However, this file contains all of the items included within each of the price classes, 
along with many other fields that do not print on the standard Price Lists by Price Class. Therefore, 
you have far more flexibility using this file, than you do with the standard printing options. Addition-
ally, the file lets you store up to six sets of prices by price list, and up to three sets of prices for specific 
account numbers. 

Field Name Description

O0ITEM Item#

O0DESC1 Item Description 1

O0DESC2 Item Description 2

O0EUSR End User Category Code

O0EUSR@DSC End User Category Name

O0MFGR Manufacturer Code

O0MFGR@DSC Manufacturer Name

O0PLIN Product Line Code

O0PLIN@DSC Product Line Name

O0PCLS Price Class Code

O0PCLS@DSC Price Class Description

O0PKGLINE1 Packaging Line #1

O0PKGLINE2 Packaging Line #2

O0PKGLINE3 Packaging Line #3

O0WEAR Wear Code

O0COLOR Color Name

O0PATTERN Pattern Name

O0IATT@1 Item Attr - 1

Table 10-11:  Price List by Price Class Fields
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O0IATT@2 Item Attr - 2

O0IATT@3 Item Attr - 3

O0IATT@4 Item Attr - 4

O0IATT@5 Item Attr - 5

O0TRIM Trim Class Code

O0SITM# Suppliers Item#

O0STK@FLG Stock Item Flag (Y=Stock, N-Non-Stk)

O0DSC@FLG Discontinue Flag

O0UOM Unit of Measure

O0PLST1 Price List #1

O0PLST1PR1 Price List #1 - Price 1

O0PLST1PR2 Price List #1 - Price 2

O0PLST1EDT Price List #1 - Exp Date

O0PLST1RP1 Price List #1 - Reg Price 1

O0PLST1RP2 Price List #1 - Reg Price 2

O0PLST2 Price List #2

O0PLST2PR1 Price List #2 - Price 1

O0PLST2PR2 Price List #2 - Price 2

O0PLST2EDT Price List #2 - Exp Date

O0PLST2RP1 Price List #2 - Reg Price 1

O0PLST2RP2 Price List #2 - Reg Price 2

O0PLST3 Price List #3

O0PLST3PR1 Price List #3 - Price 1

O0PLST3PR2 Price List #3 - Price 2

O0PLST3EDT Price List #3 - Exp Date

O0PLST3RP1 Price List #3 - Reg Price 1

O0PLST3RP2 Price List #3 - Reg Price 2

Field Name Description

Table 10-11:  Price List by Price Class Fields Continued
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O0PLST4 Price List #4

O0PLST4PR1 Price List #4 - Price 1

O0PLST4PR2 Price List #4 - Price 2

O0PLST4EDT Price List #4 - Exp Date

O0PLST4RP1 Price List #4 - Reg Price 1

O0PLST4RP2 Price List #4 - Reg Price 2

O0PLST5 Price List #5

O0PLST5PR1 Price List #5 - Price 1

O0PLST5PR2 Price List #5 - Price 2

O0PLST5EDT Price List #5 - Exp Date

O0PLST5RP1 Price List #5 - Reg Price 1

O0PLST5RP2 Price List #5 - Reg Price 2

O0PLST6 Price List #6

O0PLST6PR1 Price List #6 - Price 1

O0PLST6PR2 Price List #6 - Price 2

O0PLST6EDT Price List #6 - Exp Date

O0PLST6RP1 Price List #6 - Reg Price 1

O0PLST6RP2 Price List #6 - Reg Price 2

O0ACCT1 Account #1

O0ACCT1@DS Account #1 - Description

O0ACCT1PR1 Account #1 - Price 1

O0ACCT1PR2 Account #1 - Price 2

O0ACCT1EDT Account #1 - Exp Date ISO

O0ACCT1RP1 Account #1 - Reg Price 1

O0ACCT1RP2 Account #1 - Reg Price 2

O0ACCT2 Account #2

O0ACCT2@DS Account #2 - Description

Field Name Description

Table 10-11:  Price List by Price Class Fields Continued
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O0ACCT2PR1 Account #2 - Price 1

O0ACCT2PR2 Account #2 - Price 2

O0ACCT2EDT Account #2 - Exp Date ISO

O0ACCT2RP1 Account #2 - Reg Price 1

O0ACCT2RP2 Account #2 - Reg Price 2

O0ACCT3 Account #3

O0ACCT3@DS Account #3 - Description

O0ACCT3PR1 Account #3 - Price 1

O0ACCT3PR2 Account #3 - Price 2

O0ACCT3EDT Account #3 - Exp Date ISO

O0ACCT3RP1 Account #3 - Reg Price 1

O0ACCT3RP2 Account #3 - Reg Price 2

Field Name Description

Table 10-11:  Price List by Price Class Fields Continued
















